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Officers of the Free Public Library, 


FOR THE YEAR 1877. 
—_0 585, 00-—_—_ 
TRUSTEES. 
EX-OFFICIO. TERM EXPIRES JANUARY, 1878. 


ALANSON BORDEN, Mayor of the City. 

WILLIAM H. MATITEWS, President of the Common Council. 

JOHN HASTINGS, Chairman of the Committee of the City Council on, 
Public Instruction. 


ELECTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL. 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., Term expires Jan., 1878. 
GEORGE H. DUNBAR, Term expires Jan., 1878. 
WARREN LADD, Term expires Jan., 1879. 
OLIVER A. ROBERTS, Term expires Jan., 1879. 
ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, JR., Term expires Jan., 1880. 
S. GRIFFITTS MORGAN, Term expires Jan., 1880. 


a 


PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD. 
THE MAYOR. 


CLERK. 
OLIVER A. ROBERTS. 


COMMITTEES. 


On the Library—The Mayor, Messrs. Ladd, George Howland, Jr., Mor- 
gan and Dunbar. 

On the Building—Messrs. Hastings and Mathews. 

On Binding and Blanks—Messrs. Abraham H. Howland, Jr., and Morgan. 

On the Museum—Messrs. Morgan, Roberts and Dunbar. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LIBRARY. 
GEORGE H. DUNBAR. 


LIBRARIAN. 
ROBERT C. INGRAHAM. 


—— 


ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 
* 
JOSEPHINE A. MERRICK. MARY E. BROWN. 
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To the City Council of the City of New Bedford: 


GENTLEMEN,—-The Trustees of the Free Public Library 
herewith submit their Twenty-fifth: Annual Report : 

The Library continues to be an influential factor, and as 
an auxiliary to our schools, is performing an important part 
in our educational system. 

The experience of a quarter of a century attests the wis- 
dom of its inception, and indicates for it, in the AALRES a 
broader sphere of usefulness. 

It isa fountain of knowledge and of culture at which all 
are freely invited to drink; and none are deprived of its 
blessings. The number of books annually taken from its 
shelves evinces the high regard in which it is held, as an ed- 
ucator, by our people, and shows the extent to which they 
_ayail themselves of its intellectual and moral wealth. 

In the Report of the CENTENNIAL celebration in this city, 
July 4th, there is an able and elaborate history of our Free 
Public Library ; its establishment, progress and present con- 
dition, from which we intended to have made copious ex- 
tracts, but it is so interwoven and linked together, and one 
statement follows another in such close logical sequence, that 
we were unable to make selections that would i impart a true idea 
_of its value and importance; we therefore suggest that it 
be published in full, as an appendix to this report. 
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NEWSPAPERS. 


During the year, there has been an increased interest 
manifested in the Newspaper Department. The papers fur- 
nished are constantly read, by people who seem to appre-= 
ciate the facilities offered for obtaining general news. 

We regret that there are not more ample accommodations 
for this department, and trust .that the time is not distant 
when it will be enlarged, and the sphere of its usefulness ex- — 
tended. 


INCREASED ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE LIBRARY. 


In last year’s Report we stated that it would not ‘*be many 
years before the whole of the Library building will be re- 
quired for purposes connected with the Library.” 

Another year’s experience compels us to repeat, with 
emphasis, the statement then made in regard to more and 
better accommodations, and we earnestly call the attention 
of the City Council to the subject. We feel satisfied that, 
if the City Council, by a Committee, will make an examina- 
tion of the Library, the crowded state of its shelves, and 
the impossibility, with the present room, of a proper elassi- 
fication and arrangement of its books, will impress upon 
them the necessity for the increased facilities we have sug- 
gested. 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND TRUST FUND: 


It is well understood that the Trustees of the Free Public 
Library have ever been firm in the opinion that the City 
Treasurer should credit the Library with the interest upon 
its proportion of the Sylvia Ann Howland Fund, fromshe 
date it was received by the City Treasurer, to the date of 
the City Ordinancé regulating the bequest. | 
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The interest we claim as due the Library amounts to éwo 
thousand five hundred and forty-eight dollars and seventy- 
five cents. 

The City Treasurer has not felt at liberty to credit this 
amount to the Library account, until authorized so to do by 
a vote of the City Council. ae 

In order to have the opinion of the legal officer of the 
city as a basis of action, His Honor, the Mayor, submitted 
the question in dispute to the City Solicitor. 

Under date of Dec. 19th, 1876, the City Solicitor, in his 
reply to the Mayor’s inquiries, closes as follows : 

‘‘In my opinion the city should pay interest at six per cent. 
per annum, on the amount received, from the time of the 
several payments by the executors up to the date when the 
Ordinance, regulating the care and custody of the bequest 
took effect ; from which last. date I understand interest has 
been regularly paid by the city to the Trustees of the Free 
Public Library.” 

It will be seen that the opinion of the City Solicitor fully 
sustains the position assumed by the Trustees. We doubt 
not his opinion will be entirely satisfactory to the City Coun- 
cil, and that it will at once inaugurate the necessary meas- 
ures to carry it into effect. 

The Librarian furnishes the following records of the oper- 
ations of the Library during the past year :— 

Whole number of books taken from the library during 
the year, fifty-eight thousand three hundred and eighty-six. 

Daily average of volumes delivered, one hundred and 
ninety. . 

Total number of cards issued up to the present time, 
Sourteen thousand nine hundred and seventy; an increase 
over last year of seven hundred and eighty-five. 

There have been added to the Library during the year by 
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purchase ten hundred and fifty-five volumes: by donation, 
187 bound volumes, 93 unbound volumes, and 478 pamph- 
lets. 

Total number of volumes in the Library, thirty jive thou- 
sand. | | 

There are twelve newspapers upon the stand. One of 
them, the London 7imes, is kindly furnished by Benjamin 
Lindsey, Esq. 

It is quite an interesting study to note the kind and char- 
acter of the books taken from the Library, : indicating, as it 
‘does, in a measure, the habits, tastes and intellectual status 
of the patrons of the Library. 

After examination, the Librarian classifies the books taken 
from the Library during the year 1876 as follows :— 


Theology and Philosopby.......... s diel e.e ells lewd ole Piste suuha oh tame 3 per cent. 
Law.and -Political Scien€e: sc ok os sia tis .b:ces «ianiddete'e delays bie dete q 6 
tA PEGLaTNEs ACICNCERS 2 o.0.0°% sia ole <n0h mas-8 ies pieiebe he peel 5 6 
PLISUOLY oo vec cw nse cs cece cece s se se ve ens eo eissie oN sm satan ieee ak: 
Biography «2.200 cccccesccccscccccscteccsccenesssssisocscss 9 “ 
‘Movacesiand (Travels, 3: J. 262 Sel tch, SSG ies eae ante 3 
Me LATO US «0 «.c arshewtedje cle waindd Qa db clashes locks Pata e aeennee ne 1 66 
Works Of Wiction: «o\0.s s6s « sede ooh ce Ulises eeus tktad ieee 72 66 
“MISCOLIATICOUS: coc's oc tec bs'ee 6 ab ccoatte cea sett tecten te cates aaa 3 ae 
100 


Upon the desks there are one hundred and eighteen peri- 
odicals, three of which, the Glardener’s Monthly, the Poultry 
World and the American Library Journal have been added 
_this year. 

The publication in the newspapers of the new bodke pur- 
chased, and the issuing of quarterly bulletins of the same 
cannot any longer be considered an experiment, but, hence- 
forth must be adopted asa part of the regular machinery for 
operating the Library. 
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In the appendix will be found a detailed statement of our 
receipts and expenditures; also a full statement of the pres- 
ent condition of the several Trust Funds, with a list of 
donations received for the year 1876, and the names of the 
donors. 


In behalf of the Board of Trustees, 


ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, Jr., Mayor. 


QO, A. ROBERTS, Clerk. 
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In Boarp or ALDERMEN, 
Dec. 30th, 1876. 
Received and ordered to be printed in City Documents, 
and sent down for concurrence. 
HENRY T. LEONARD, City Clerk. 


In Common Counctt, 
Dee. 30th, 1876. 
Concurred. 


WM. A. CHURCH, Clerk. 


APPENDIX. 





FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 1876. 





STATEMENT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


3876, January 1. Cash on hand, 


Receipts from sales of Catalogues and Bul- 


letins, 
Fines, 


Paid for Atlases, 
Books, 
P. O. Box, Postage, Postals, ete., 
Expressage, 
Sundries, 
Benjamix. Jenkins (sign), 
KE. Anthony & Sons, 
Sherman (P. O. Scales), 
Jobber, 


4877, January 1. Cash in hands of Librarian, 


$44.00 


111.50 
16.37 
15.22 
32.26 

3.00 
40.00 
12.00 

9.79 








284.10 


$142.26 
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December, 


STATEMENT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCOUNT. 


1876, January 1. Cash on hand, 
hd 6. One-half net receipts from dog 
licenses, 
March 26. Annual Appropriation, 
Credits of Money returned to 
the City Treasurer, 


Bills approved February 1, $1,017.99 
ee March 26, 800.67 
. April 29, 465.95 
ie June 24, 746.07 
‘* August 26, 111.58 
si October 4. 883.16 - 
cs December 23, , 228.77 


11877, January 1. Cash on hand, 


TRUST FUND ACCOUNTS. 


«1876, January 1. Balances on hand: 
Sylvia Ann Howland Fund, 
George Howland Junior Fund, 
Charles W. Morgan Fund, 


$474.21 


833.82 
3,300.00 


9.78 


$4,617.81 


4,254.19 


$363.62 


10,660.75 
101.17 
36.74 





$10,798.66 
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SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 


1876, January 1. Unexpended balance of in- 





come, $10,660.75 
One year’s interest, 3,000.00 

Credits, cash returned to City 
Treasurer, 9.55 
$13,670.30 


Bills approved (solely for books, pe- 
riodicals and binding’) as follows: 





January 29, - ; $289.31 

February 26, 298.69 

March 26, 302.13 

April 29, 146.49. 

May 27, : 383.72 

June 24, 150.16 

August 26, 66.8 G 

October 4, 636.32 

October 28, 216.25 

November 25, | 17,7,,09. 73 
December 23, 267.49 2,934.52. 
1877, January 1. Balance of income unexpended, $10,735.78 


The detailed statement of expenditure from the income 
of this Fund is as follows: 


Academy Natural Science, $5.00 


Alice Lewis, 2.00 
American Baptist Publication Society, 2.50 
Benerman and Wilson, 4.00 
B. Westerman, 7.61 
Catholic Publication Society, — 4.18 
Charles L. Woodward, 77.86 
Dawson Brothers, 3.16 
D. G. Fisher, 65.71 
D. Van Nostrand, 31.00 
Edward B. Boggs, 1.50 


Edwin Dews, 129.91 
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EK. P. Raymond, 

E. Steiger, 

&. W. Nash, 

F. Leypoldt, 

Geo. P. Patnam & Sons, 

G. W. Hopkins, 

Harper Bros., 

H. O. Houghton & Co., 
James Campbell, 

James M. Lawton, Jr., 

Joei Munsell, 

John Ferguson, 

Little, Brown & Co., 

Mass. Historical Society, 
Munn & Co., 

National Subs. Agency, 
Nelson & Phillips, 

New England Subs. Ageney, 
N. Y. Geneal. and Biog. Society, 
Scribner, Armstrong & Co., 
Sheldon & Co., 

S. Hutchinson, 

5. R. Croeker, 

Scribner, Welford & Armstrong, 
Scribner, Welford & Co., 

U. S. Patent Office, 
Universalist Pub. Society, 
W. B. Davis, 

W.F. Draper, 

W. H. Farrington, 

W. T. Harris, 


Total audits for 1876, 


GEORGE HOWLAND JUNIOR FUND. 


1876, January 1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


1877, January 1. Balance unexpended, 


December, 


3.00 
5.65 
20.75 
3.20 
362.80 
9.00 
3.25 
3.20 
57.20 
192.08 
145.75 
13.75 
8.10 
4.00 
12.00 
51.45 
1.25 
149.65 
2.00 
6.68 
3.20 
996.22 
1.50 
221.39 
166.82 
50.30 
2.50 
8.20 
3.70 
9.50 
2.00 


$2,934.52 


$101.17 
96.00 


ee ee 


$197.17 
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CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


1876, January 1. Unexpended balance of income, $36.74 
One year’s interest, 60.00 
1877, January 1. Balance unexpended, $96.74 


Total unexpended balances in the control of the Board of 
Trustees : 


1877, January 1. Sylvia Ann Howland Free Public Library 





Fund, $10,735.78 
George Howland Junior Fund, 197.17 
Charles W. Morgan Fund, 96.74 

$11,029.69 


OLIVER A. ROBERTS, 
Clerk of the Board of Trustees. 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, Jan. 1, 1877. 
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THE NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 





[This sketch of the history of the New Bedford Free Public Library 
was prepared to accompany the volumes of its reports sent to the Cen- 
tennial Exposition, and is now, by unanimous vote of the Board of 
Trustees, re-published in the Report of the Free Public Library for 
1876. ] 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, recognizing from the earliest 
period of its history the educational influence of public libraries, gave 
the assistance of its legislation in the promotion of their establishment 
and management. 

Early in the present century, laws were enacted giving corporate pow- 
ers to the proprietors of Social Libraries, many of which had been estab- 
lished in various parts of the Commonwealth; and under the provisions 
of the law the number was increased, their condition made permanent, 
and their management rendered convenient and effective. 

But a few years after the incorporation of the town of New Bedford, 
the want of books and the inability of most of the inhabitants to procure 
them, led to a combination of eftort for that purpose. 

The early settlers of the village of Bedford were intelligent as well as 
industricus, frugal and virtuous. They were so far enlightened as to 
understand the value of books, and they saw clearly that the remedy for 
individual inability to procure them, was such a combination of means 
and efforts as would render the united ability the property of each. 

Several such combinations were formed in New Bedford previous to 
the passage of the act conferring upon them corporate powers. 

The proprietors of Dobson’s Encyclopedia were the earliest to form 
this social and profitable arrangement. For our unlearned and isolated 
people this work was a library in itself. Eagerly and thoroughly were 
its pages read and consulted; and the well-worn volumes, now in the 
Free Public Library, bear testimony to the fact so creditable to the 
people of the village. 


2 
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The Library Society followed. This was a more comprehensive ef- 
fort. The desire for books had outgrown the ability of Dobson to satis- 
fy. New Bedford was fortunate in having among its people, men who 
could give a profitable direction to that intelligence which needed the 
assistance of books to supply its cravings for gratification and increase. 
In this respect the young and prosperous community was favored be- 
yond the average, in that day, of villages whose population was mainly 
composed of toilers in the workshop and upon the sea. 

The Social Library followed. This was a vigorous, well directed, and 
well managed association. The good sense of all recognized the wis- 
dom of combination, and in the union there was found strength. The 
three associations were united, and the New Bedford Social Library had 
a long, prosperous, and profitable career. Its collection of books was 
never large, never exceeding five thousand volumes; but such was the 
care and intelligence bestowed upon their selection that it was well and 
truly said of it, that take those five thousand volumes out of it, the 
libraries of the world could not supply their place with other books as 
well adapted to the wants of such a community. 

When the passage of the State law allowed the proprietors to become 
a body corporate, advantage was taken of its provisions. For nearly 
half a century, this valuable collection of books was the principal 
source whence was supplied the desire of the people for knowledge and 
intellectual recreation. ‘‘Library-day’”’ was always a welcome day. 
There was in attendance generally a large number of intelligent seekers ; 
and the result of that intercourse with books for which this library pro- 
vided was a marked and most promising and interesting feature in the 
characters of the young men and women of New Bedford. 

Thus speaks the poet of that early day, which to us of the present 
may seem the ‘‘day of small things” in the intellectual history of our 
city. 


I warm to think, as this bright scene I scan, 

How it has ended, how it first began. 

Far from this crowd of manhood and of grace, 

I wander back o’er half a century’s space. 

The little town, in sombre garb arrayed, 

Gleams still through flaunting fashion and parade; 
I see its fathers, prudent still, yet fain 

To grow in learning as they grow in gain. 

Happy for us, this simple truth they knew, 

That cash is good, but culture something too. 

All books were scarce; most books were somewhat dear, 
Yet how they sowed the far-brought treasure here! 
True to their time, but truer to ourselves, 

Think how editions gathered on their shelves! 
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°T was nobly done, to make the school-house free! 
A nobler school-house, fitly founded, see! 

Not that all lore from reading can be had, 

For too much reading sometimes makes us mad; 
But education, still a life-long friend, 

Goes on with life, with that can only end. 


To join together all that makes refined 
' The wisdom, art and fancy of mankind; 
To lend to all who hither come to read 
The utmost help to meet their utmost need; 
What ampler work could ample fortune do, 
To self, to city, to the world more true? 
A hundred glorious gardens here we find; 
Oh, culture still this garden of the mind! 
Oh, plant and water, dear as wealth unbought, 
The flower of fancy and the oak of thought!* 


It was an easy and natural step from the law granting corporate pow- 
ers to social libraries, to that by which the towns and cities of the State 
were allowed to establish municipal libraries, and to raise by taxation 
the means for their purchase and support. 

That act had its origin in the fundamental principle, that the State 
should provide for the education of the people. Under the influence of 
this Harvard College had been established, and the public school system 
had become an integral part of the public polity. The act by which the 
several municipalities were allowed to establish free public libraries, had 
its origin in the idea that this State guardianship and legislation, to be 
perfected, should be complemented by a provision for the extension of 
the educational period into adult life. 

It was seen 


. 


“That education, still a life-long friend, 
Goes on with life, with that can only end.’’ 


The adult school and the free public library are both the offspring of 
the educational policy of the Commonwealth founded by the Puri- 
tans. 

This intimate and complemental connection between the schools and 
the library was clearly apprehended and stated by the trustees of the 
New Bedford Free Public Library. Under this point, in their second 
annual report, they use the following language: 

‘*Our library has become one of the institutions of the city. 


*Charles Taber Congdon’s poem at the laying of the corner stone of the Library 
Building. 
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‘‘It has become a valuable, and will soon be considered as an indis- 
pensable, auxiliary in the work of popular education. 

‘‘It has become incorporated both in idea and in fact, into the cata- 
logue of subjects demanding the eS care and annual support of 
the municipal government. 

‘Its claims for such attention and support are founded upon princi- 
ples which lie at the foundation of our republican institutions. 

‘To train and enlighten the public mind is a work to which a liberal 
portion-of the public wealth must be devoted; and as being in harmony 
with this idea, and as the cap-stone of our system of public education, 
the Public Library has claims upon all whose aim is thé promotion of 
the general welfare. 

‘*Such was the theory when the work was begun by the state and com- 
pleted by the city,—such is now the fact, demonstrated by our experi- 
ence and placed beyond the reach of doubt or cavil.” 

The ACT To AUTHORIZE CITIES AND TOWNS TO ESTABLISH AND 
MAINTAIN PUBLIC LIBRARIES was passed by the General Court of 
Massachusetts, May 24, 1851. 

The ORDINANCE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND GOVERNMENT OF A 
FREE PuBLIc LipRARY, in New Bedford, was passed August 16, 
1852. 

The first movement in the undertaking was an unsuccessful one. It 
was made in the City Council July 8th, 1851, by Warren Ladd, then a 
member of the popular branch of that body. The order was only to 
consider the expediency of the measure. It passed the Common Coun- 
cil without a dissenting voice, but the Aldermen non-concurred. It will 
be seen that this movement was but forty-five days after the passage of 
the enabling act. 

On the 27th of May, 1852, a large petition, headed by James B. Cong- 
don, was presented to the Council. 

This movement originated with a society of young men, called the 
Union Debating Association. This society, at a meeting held April 6th, 
1852, in connection with a preamble declaratory of the conviction that a 
free public library would be of great advantage to the young men of the. 
city, passed the following resolution: ate 

‘‘ Resolved, That this Association cause petitions to be circulated pray- 
ing our municipal authorities to establish such an institution.” 

The petition was referred to the Committee on Public Instruction, who 
reported on the 14th of June. They recommended an appropriation of 
fifteen hundred dollars for the establishment of the library. 

In their report, the committee attach great importance to the fact that 
they had been assured that ‘provided the authorities should, by the 
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passage of the order making the appropriation asked for, establish the 
principle, that the maintenance of a free city library for the continuous 
education of the people will be the settled polity of the city,” the jive 
thousand volumes of the New Bedford Social Library would be trans- 
ferred to the city. 

Quoting the words of James B. Congdon, through whom this offer of 
the proprietors of the library was made, they say: ‘*With such a foun- 
dation to build upon, with the appropriation now prayed for to give it a 
position for immediate and extended usefulness, the library would open 
to our inhabitants the means of innocent enjoyment and of valuable ac- 
quisition, and be a source of commendable pride to our citizens.” 

But the Free Public Library had, in fact, been established before the 
presentation of the report. The appropriation bill for the year which had 
already passed, contained anitem of jifteen hundred dollars for the library. 
Councilman Pitman,* who was a member of the committee to whom the 
petition was referred, had anticipated the favorable action of the coun- 
ceil. and had introduced and carried an amendment to the bill making the 
appropriation as above stated. This amendment was made previous to 
the presentation of the report of the committee. The appropriation bill 
passed July 20,1852. The date of the adoption of that amendment is the — 
date of the establishment of the New Bedford Free Public Library. 

The library was opened for the use of the people and the delivery of 
dooks on Thursday, the third day of Mareh, 1853. 

The ordinance establishing the Boston Public Library was passed 
October 12th, 1852. and the doors were opened for the delivery a books 
on the 2d day of May, 1854. 

The number of volumes at the opening was between five and six 
thousand. 

It is an interesting and creditable fact, that the New Bedford Free 
Public Library is the only public library established under the law of 1851, 
excepting that in Boston, noticed by Edwards in his elaborate ‘‘ Memoirs 
of Libraries” published in London in 1859. The following extract is 
from the *second volume of that able work. After reciting the pro- 
visions of the law, the author proceeds as follows: 

‘The first town to take action under this Statute was New Bedford, 
by whose Council a Free Public Library was established in August, 
1852. The proprietors of a Subscription, or ‘Social Library’ trans- 
ferred their collection to the new foundation, which was opened for 
public use on the 38d of March, 1853, with about 6000 volumes. This 
number has been, within about three years, increased to 9000; and in 


* Hon. ROBERT C. PITMAN, one of the judges of the Superior Court of the 
Commonwealth, 
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their fourth report, the Trustees are enabled to affirm that ‘ it is un- 
doubtedly true that no Act of the municipal authorities of New Bedford 
has reached with its recreative and improving operation so large a part - 
of our population, and probably none has ever met so universally and 
deeply the approbation of the people. A Free Public Libgary is the 
crowning glory of the system of public education, which has been from 
our earliest history the pride of Massachusetts.’ In a Report of the 
preceding year there is a passage bearing on a point which is always 
interesting in connection with the present subject —that of the selection 
of books: ‘While care has been taken,’ say the Trustees, ‘that no pub- 
lication injurious to the public morals should find a place upon our 
shelves, we have endeavored to divest ourselves, in our efforts to place 
before our fellow citizens the means of a more extensive and genial cul- 
ture, of all narrow and sectarian partialities. In this report we are 
gratified to be able to state that no difference of opinion has for a single 
moment interrupted the harmony and unanimity of our proceedings.’ ” 

The State law and the City ordinance under the authority and direc- 
tion of which our Free Public Library was established are models of 
comprehensive brevity. The one contains twenty and the other twenty- 
seven lines—about one printed page. The law gives the power to 
assess a tax for library purposes, and contains the following important 
provision: 

‘¢ Any town or city may receive in its corporate capacity, and hold and 
manage, any devise, bequest or donation, for the establishment, increase 
or maintenance of a public library within the same.” 

The ordinance provides for the election of trustees, and confers upon 
them all the powers necessary for the establishment and management of 
the library. 3 

The number of trustees was. originally six, three ex-oficii and three at 
large, chosen annually. A change has been made by which the number 
at large is increased to six, two being chosen every year for three years. 
The ex-offictt members of the board remain the same,—the Mayor, who 
is president, the President of the Common Council, and the Chairman of 
the Joint Standing Committee of the City Council on Public Instruction. 

Robert C. Ingraham was appointed librarian, and the library has had 
no other. At first he had no helper. It was soon found necessary to 
provide an assistant, and he now has two, both ladies. 

The Rules and Regulations first established are contained in the first 
Report. ‘They have been twice changed. Those now in force will be 
found in the twenty-second annual Report. In accordance with their 
provisions, a superintendent has been added to the officers of the 
library. 
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From this starting point it will be interesting to consider the history 
and progress of the library, under the more important aspects in which 
they are presented in the reports and other publications. 

They may be arranged as follows: 

The books, their number, character and rate of increase. 

The pamphlets and newspapers. 

The Library building. 

Donations: books, pamphlets, pictures. 

Trust funds. 

Reports. 

Dartmouth Centennial. 

Catalogues, bulletins and advertisements. 

We have seen that the library was opened with about six thousand 
volumes upon its shelves. Five thousand of these were from the Social 
Library. It is due to the memory of the enlightened and conscientious 
men who were active in the establishment and management of that 
library again to call attention to the high character of its collection. To 
those upon whom it devolved to take charge of it after it had become 
the property of the city, this elevated character of the former managers 
and of the books which their scrupulous integrity and enlightened zeal 
had gathered were well known; and both the men and the books had an 
important influence in the right direction in the selection of the additions 
the trustees were called upon to make. 

The six thousand volumes have, in the twenty-three years which have 
elapsed since the opening of the library, increased to thirty-four thou- 
sand, an average increase of a little more than twelve hundred volumes 
annually. 

It is not within the scope of this brief notice of the institution, to enter 
into such an examination of the works which are found upon its cata- 
logue as will enable the reader to obtain a very decided idea of its dis- 
tinctive character or relative position. 

Its managers have always kept in view the fact, that a public library 
must be a popular library: and one result of a steady regard to this idea 
has been, that, with the exception of two or three hundred volumes, the 
books are all in the English language. This fact should be considered 
in connection with that of the number of volumes it contains. 

The managers have not felt at liberty to apply the means at their dis- 
posal to the purchase of costly publications,—costly because rare, or 
because of the expensive character of their binding, illustration or orna- 
mentation. The library is not without many such productions, but they 
have been obtained mainly by the direct or indirect agency of its bene- 
factors. 
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In natural history and periodical literature it is distinctively rich; and 
it has been, from the beginning, the aim of the managers to devote a 
liberal share of their means to the collection of such works as are valu- 
able to the artist aud the artizan in the attainment and practice of their 
respective occupations. 

One room is devoted to the public documents of the state aud nation, 
in which the collection, although not perfect, is very full. 

The voluminous issues of the Patent Office are all upon the shelves. 

The publications of the Smithsonian Institution are all to be found 
there. | | 

The series of the London Art Journal complete, with a large number 
of illustrated works devoted to a description of art, ancient, medieval, 
and modern, give evidence that the managers have recognized and 
acted upon the fact of the educational and elevating influence of the 
beautiful. The income of one of the funds for the increase of the library 
has been wholly devoted to the purchase of this class of publications. 

The number of pamphlets is about eight thousand. Most of them are 
arranged according to their subjects, so as to be conveniently consulted. 
From the opening of the library, constant efforts have been made to col- 
lect and arrange the publications of a local character. The publications 
of the municipal government, both town and city, are complete. 

The library does not possess an extensive collection of newspapers. 
Most of those it holds are of a local publication, and some of them are 
complete and very valuable. 

The New Bedford Mercury was first published in 1807, only twenty 
years after the incorporation of the town, and is still issued. Highty-six 
bound volumes of this valuable publication were presented by Benjamin 
Lindsey, who was its publisher from 1831 to 1862. For nineteen years it 
was published by his father, and five years by the father and son. The 
issues since Mr. ‘Lindsey’s liberal donation have been added. 

To Mr. Lindsey the library is also indebted for a volume of the Chris- 
tian Philanthropist, a weekly paper published in New Bedford about half 
a century ago, containing all the numbers. 

The Daily Evening Standard, a valuable and successful newspaper, is 
among the highly prized possessions -of the library. In 1862, eleven 
bound volumes were presented to the institution by its publisher, Edmund 
Anthony. It was established by him in 1850, antl all the issues are now 
to be found in the library. 

The beautiful building now occupied by the New Bedford Free Public 
Library was erected in 1856-7. Its cost was about forty thousand doilars- 
It is built of brick, with granite underpinning and steps, and free-stone 
. ornaments. A view of the building accompanies this volume.* 


*The volume of reports. 
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The corner stone of the Free Public Library building was laid on the 
28th of August, 1856. The published account ef the simple but inter- 
esting ceremonial makes a part of the collection to which this brief sketch 
is an introduction. 

The principal exercises were an introductory address by George How- 
land, Jr., Mayor of the City, an address by James B. Congdon, anda 
poem by Charles T. Congdon of New York. 

In the address of Mr. Congdon, as well as in several of the annual re- 
ports, the positions are assumed that the Free Public Library of New 
Bedford was the first established by order or ordinance under the law of 
1851; the first from which books were issued under said law; that the 
Library Building was the second whose construction was commenced 
after its passage; and that prier to its establishment and the delivery of 
books therefrom, there had never existed a library established and 
wholly supported and managed by a municipality, free to all the inhabi- 
tants, its books for the use, at the library or at home, of all the people 
without payment or pledge. 

Mr. Congdon in his address brings vividly forward the men who had 
been active in the earlier efforts to secure to the people the benefits ofa 
library. and makes honorable mention of those whose intelligent activity 
had been crowned by the establishment by the city of the New Bedford 
Free Public Library. 

The author of the poem had been a New Bedford boy, and was able 
to give a very lively description of the prominent features of the old 
Social Library. 

In the appendix to the ‘‘Proceedings” and inthe notes to Mr. Cong- 
don’s address, there will be found a large amount of valuable informa- 
tion, and interesting contributions to the local histery of New Bedford. 

Of the Library Building the upper rooms only are occupied by the 
library. The principal room is neat and tasteful in its architectural fea- 
tures and convenient in its arrangements. It has two tiers of alcoves, 
one onthe floor, and ene onthe gallery which is carried around the 
whole room excepting on the north end where the stairs lead to it. 
An iron railing divides the alcoves from the visitors. Reading desks out- 
side the railing contain the periodicals, which are accessible to all; and 
seated at these desks the visitors are, in addition to these, furnished with 
any books they may wish to consult. The delivery is at a table at the 
north end. A stand for newspapers occupies a central position in the 
room. Six other rooms are occupied for library purposes, four for 
books, one for the trustees, and one for the convenience of the librarian 
and his assistants. 

The library has had a growth unexpectedly rapid, and at this time the 
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want of more room is severely felt. The want will probably be supplied 
by removing the public offices and giving the library the whole building, 
or by enlarging it. 


The reports all contain Iists’of the yearly donations of books, pam- 
phlets, and newspapers, and care has always been taken to notice these 
accessions and express the obligations of the falas to their numerous 
benefactors. 

Nearly the whole collection of pamphlets and newspapers are dona- 
tions, 

The contributions of books amount at this time to not less than two 
thousand volumes. 

The most valuable upon the list is a perfect copy of Audubon’s Birds 
of America. This was the gift of James Arnold. Mr. Arnold and fam- 
ily contributed many other valuable publications. 

Audubon’s Quadrupeds was coutributed by the family of Andrew 
Robeson. 

The care taken to give every donation, whatever its character, its proper 
place for useful and convenient reference, has led’to the preservation 
and presentation of much reading matter which formerly found its way 
into the paper-mills. 

Under the head of donations it may be well to notice the few pictures 
which are found in the library. A landscape by William Allen Wall, an 
engraving of Bierstadt’s celebrated painting of the Rocky Mountains, 
and achromo of Bradford’s ‘‘Wrecked Sealer,” are the principal pictures 
other than the portraits. .Two of the portraits are in the main library 
room, one of George Howland, Junior, by Wilson, the other of James 
B. Congdon, by Eaton. The first named was executed by order of the 
City Council of New Bedford; the other was a contribution by a large 
number of the citizens, friends of Mr. Congdon. These portraits are full 
length and full size, and occupy the north and south ends of the library- 
room respectively. 

The other portraits are hung in the trustees’ ee to which they con- 
stitute appropriate and cherished ornaments. 

A rude unfinished portrait of William Rotch, by an artist by the name 
of Hinkley, is a sufficiently correet delineation of the benevolent and ex- 
pressive features of that great and good man to render it valuable in the 
absence of any other. 

The portraits of James Arnold, Charles W. Morgan, and Thomas A. 
Greene, are all by William A. Wall. The memory of these men, who 
have long been numbered with the departed, will ever be cherished in 
the community which was for a long series of years made better and 
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happier by their presence. An engraved portrait of Captain Rowland 
R. Crocker is highly valued. A glance at the index which accompanies 
this volume, will show that the names of all these men have had honor- 
able mention in the publications of the trustees of the library.. 


The Trust Funds established for the benefit of the library are three. 

The first upon the list is the GEORGE HOWLAND JUNIOR FUND. 

Its amount is the sum of two years’ salary of George Howland, Junior, 
as mayor, sixteen hundred dollars. Mr. Howland, in his note accom- 
panying the donation, expressed the wish that the income might be ex- 
pended for such works as, from their more expensive character, the 
trustees might not feel justified in purchasing from the limited city ap- 
propriation. The condition has been strictly complied with; and many 
rare and valuable books are now the property of the library by reason 
of this timely and liberal benefaction. 

Under the will of Charles W. Morgan, there was paid to the city by 
William J. Rotch, his executor, the sum of one thousand dollars, which 
constitutes the CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. The income of this fund 
has generally been expended in the manner described in the preceding 
notice. This bequest, with countless other acts of intelligent and warm- 
hearted benevolence with which the life of this gentleman was crowned, 
has endeared his memory to the hearts of all the inhabitants of the 
city. 

Under the will of Sylvia Ann Howland, the city of New Bedford was 
paid the sum of one hundred thousand dollars. The testament of this 
excellent lady contained the following interesting item: 

‘J give and bequeath to the city of New Bedford the sum of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars; and direct that this sum shall be invested judi- 
ciously, under the direction of the City Council, and the income there- 
from shall be expended and used for the promotion and support within 
the city of liberal education, and the enlargement, from time to time, of 
the Free Public Library.” ; 

With the utmost care and deliberation, by the aid of many of the 
wisest and best minds of our city, an ordinance was framed and adopted 
by the City Council to carry into effect the provisions of this munificent 
bequest. 

In the twentieth report of the trustees of the library all the proceed- 
ings connected with the enactment of this important ordinance are fully 
set forth, and in various other reports will be found notices and state- 
ments connected with its history and administration. 

Of this bequest, fifty thousand dollars were set apart for the library, 
and constituted the SyLvyiA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


28 CITY DOCUMENT No. 5. December, 


Funp. Its income is now the chief dependence of the trustees for the 
“enlargement” of the library, as the appropriation by the eity bar a 
suffices for the salaries and other expenses of the institution. 

During the delay which attended the litigation upon the will of the de- 
ceased, the funds of the estate largely increased, and in addition to the 
bequest of fifty thousand dollars which constitutes the fund, about ten 
thousand dollars was paid into the treasury of the city as interest or in- 
come and placed to the credit of the library. | 

Under the direction of the trustees of the library a plain white marble 
tablet commemorating this noble act was placed in the principal room of 
the institution, which is thus described on the twelfth page of the twenty- 
second report : 

‘It is surrounded by a frame of tasteful design and of perfeet execu- 
tion. The whole, both in planand performance, including the site se- 
lected for its erection, is one which commends itself to the good sense, 
the feelings of propriety, and the grateful emotions of the people of New 
Bedford. The inscription upon the tablet is as follows: ‘This tablet 
commemorates the enlightened liberality of Sylvia Ann Howland, who 
‘bestowed upon the city of New Bedford the sum of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars: one hundred thousand dollars to aid in supplying the city 
with pure water; and one hundred thousand as a fund for the promotion 
of liberal education by the enlargement of the Free Public Library, and 
iby extending to the children and youth of the city the means of a wider 
and more generous culture.’ ” 

It will be seen by this inseription that the whole amount bequegthed , 
to the city of New Bedford by this lady was two hundred thousand dol- 
lars. One half the sum was applied to the construction of the New 
Bedford Water Works; the other was equally. divided, forming the 
library and educational funds. 

The amount of the several trust funds established for the benefit of 
the Free Public Library, which have been severally noticed, is fifty-two 
thousand six hundred dollars. _ 

The annual income is three thousand one hundred and fifty-six dol- 
lars. 

This income is a vital element in the existence of the library. We 
have seen that the ordinary annual appropriation is necessarily absorbed 
by the expenses of management. Itis therefore mainly upon the in- 
come of the permanent funds that the trustees depend for the supply of 
books and periedicals, and for the constant renovation which the active 
use of the books renders necessary. 

The simplicity, convenience and effectiveness of the method by which 
these trust funds are managed, commends it to the approval of every 


1876. TRUSTEES’ REPORT. 29 


one by whom it has been carefully examined, and has received the sanc- 
tion of the judicial authority of the Commonwealth. 

The city is the trustee. No judicial act was necessary to establish this 
trusteeship. 

The trust was created by the receipt of the money. The ordinance 
recognizes the trust obligations, fixes the rate of income, and regulates 
the management. The trustees of the Free Public Library are by the 
ordinance the agents of the trustee, which is the city. They are held to 
a rigid conformity to the conditions of the bequest and the requisitions of 
the ordinance. The routine by which the agents are held to a faithful 
performance of the trust committed to them, and by which the city 
authorities are constantly informed, even tothe minutest details, of the 
proceedings of the board of trustees, is a model of order and efficiency. 

Should a jndicial inquiry at any time be thought desirable, the reports 
of the trustees of the library would furnish all the needful evidence as 
to the manner in which the trust has been administered. 

It should be remembered that one ordinance regulates the administra- 
tion both of the library and educational funds. In the case of the latter, 
the agency is placed with the school committee. They are held to the 
same careful administration, and subject to the same severe,scrutiny as 
the library board. 

The annual Reports of the board of trustees are twenty-four in num- 
ber. ‘These reports, with the ‘‘Corner Stone Proceedings,” constitute the 
volume to which this brief introduction is attached. They make an ag- 
gregate of seven hundred pages. As eighteen of the whole number 
were prepared by the same hand, the general principles of management 
are made prominent throughout the series, and the character of the 
facts stated and the methods of arrangement will be found to be harmo- 
nious. ‘The annals of but few public institutions have been for so long a 
period so faithfully presented. ‘They are ‘“‘short” and they are ‘‘simple,”’ 
but they contain a large amount of valuable information, practical sug- 
gestion, and interesting local history. Through them the citizens of 
New Bedford have had spread before them the operation and condition 
of their favorite institution, and in this way their faith in its value has 
been sustained and strengthened, and their zeal on its behalf kept alive 
and increased. 

As the New Bedford public library was the pioneer undertaking, its re- 
ports have been widely distributed over the country, and have been 
found very useful in guiding the efforts of those who have been engaged 
in the establishment of similar institutions. The encouragement of our 
success and the aid extended by our methods have in many cases done 
much towards insuring a favorable result to the public library move- 
ments in various parts of the country. 
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A novel but in one view a highly valuable feature of these reports, is 
the brief biographical notices that are to be found inthe series. ‘The 
necrology of the Free Public Library Reports contains many notices of 
the prominent citizens of New Bedford, whose intelligence, integrity, 
enterprise and benevolence, have endeared their memories to the people 
and constituted them stirring and influential examples of true Christian 
manliness of character. 

The brief memoirs of Thomas A. Greene, James Arnold, Thomas 
Mandell, Henry H. Crapo, and others are not only pleasant and tender 
offerings to the memory of departed worth, but are pregnant with rich 
lessons for inciting the young into the paths of wisdom and an honora- 
ble distinction, and for their guidance and protection. 

We hope that this interesting and valuable feature of these reports 
will be retained; and that these ‘‘discourses of the dead’’ will not be re- 
stricted to those who may have been connected with the library. Leta 
niche be found for all who, like those whose names have already had 
honorable mention, shall have left behind them a record, the perusal of 
which shall revive pleasant memories and prompt to noble deeds. 


The celebration of the Old Dartmouth Centennial in 1864 was an event, 
an account of which may here have 2 brief mention. Its inception was 
with the trustees of the library, and its arrangements and success were 
largely the result of their action and efficient cooperation. 

The fullness of the report that was made of the proceedings on the oc- 
casion, renders unnecessary any extended notice. 

The celebration took place on the 14th of September. Two hundred 
years before. the old town of Dartmouth received from the General 
Court at Plymouth its municipal charter. The then new town covered 
the territory which now includes the towns of Dartmouth, Westport, 
Fairhaven, and Acushnet, and the city of New Bedford. The municipal 
authorities of all these places united in the celebration, and numbers of 
the people of them were present at the exercises. 

A few years after the incorporation of the town, and as early as any 
written record of its public proceedings bears date, King Philip’s war 
laid desolate the new-born municipality. At the close of the first centu- 
ry another desolating war was raging; and, fired by the torches of Gen- 
eral Grey’s red-coated regulars, who in their lust for liquor and appetite 
for destruction rivalled the exploits of the red men of Metacom, the 
thriving village of Bedford and seventy sail of vessels in its harbor be- 
came a prey to the flames. Another century passes, and when in 1864, 
on the arrival of the second centennial period, the people were called 
together that it might receive an appropriate commemoration, another 
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war, more mournful in its incidents and results than those in which the 
red men and the red-coats had participated, was desolating the land. 

These striking Centennial coincidents were used with good effect by the 
orator and poet, the Honorable William W. Crapo, now member of Con- 
gress, and James B. Congdon. The address of Mr. Crapo is a model in 
its selections, its arrangement, and its pure and eloquent diction. In 
addition to the incidents of which we have spoken, the speaker presents, 
in a just and forcible manner, the history of the controversy between the 
town of Dartmouth and the Plymouth authorities in relation to the sup- 
port of an Orthodox ministry. The conflict was long and bitter culmin- 
ating, on this side of the water, in the imprisonment by the Province 
Rulers of the selectmen who had refused to obey the mandate of the 
Court. But the Baptists and Quakers of Dartmouth and Tiverton 
triumphed. An order of the King in council set the prisoners free and 
nullified the tax. 

The poem of Mr. Congdon presents in a simple but pleasing manner 
the three centennial epochs. The presence of Major Andre at the raid 
upon Bedford, as a member of the staff of General Grey, is an incident 
which the writer has used with good effect. 

The account of the ‘Old Dartmouth Centennial, September 14, 1864,” 
makes a volume of one hundred and thirty pages. It contains much 
matter of local and permanent interest beside that of which we have 
made mention. Wehave space for the mention of two only of the many 
items of this valuable compilation. 


The address of Governor Clifford, who was present in the double ca- 
pacity of citizen and representative of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, possesses at this time a peculiar interest as being the last ever 
made by him at a public meeting of his fellow-citizens. Often in that 
hall and from that platform had he spoken, with a felicity of diction, a 
grace of manner, and a power of expression seldom equalled in our 
state or country. But he never came nearer to the hearts of our people 
than he did on this occasion, when, with that beauty of speech and that 
ease and grace of manner so peculiarly his own, he spoke of the notice- 
able incidents of our local history. _We have never forgotten, and we 
love now more than ever to remember, the outburst of applause which 
followed this delightful effort of impromptu oratory. 

The old Borough of Dartmouth, England, the fishing community at 
the mouth of the Dart, gave ow old Dartmouth its name. Many inci- 
dents connected with its name and history made this ancient borough, 
whose franchise dates back to the reign of Richard Cceur de Leon, 
closely associated with the commemorative exercises. 

An address ‘‘S'o the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the City of Dart- 
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mouth, County of Devon, England,” had been prepared, and was read 
to the meeting. Having been signed by the Mayor, Aldermen, Common 
Councilmen, and Clerk of the city of New Bedford, and by the Select- 
men and Town Clerks of the towns uniting in the celebration, and beau- 
tifully engrossed, it was sent to its destination. 

The time required by its engrossment, and to obtain the large number 
of necessary signatures of persons dwelling widely apart, brought the 
end of the year before it could be forwarded. 

It was not until WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY, 1866, that the Mayor of 
the city received a response to this greeting from the old Dartmouth of 
America to the old Dartmouth of Great Britain. But when it was re- 
ceived the delay was not cared for or thought of. The reply was dated 
on the ‘* FOURTH OF JULY,’ 1865, was signed by the Mayor, Recorder, 
Clerk, and Burgesses of the Borough of Clifton Dartmouth Hardness, 
in the County of Devon, England. One of the Councillors bears the 
significant name of John Bully. It is a well written document, and its 
tone is kind and manly. In these respects it fully met the circumstances 
of the occasion and the wishes and expectations of those to whose greet- 
ing it was an answer. But the form in which it appeared was a surprise 
and a delight. Its elegant chirography upon vellum is a picture in 
itself; and this, with its beautiful illuminations of border and other 
chaste ornamentation, give the whole a rare, rich, and attractive ap- 
pearance. 

The seal of the city, which occupies a central position upon the 
parchment, and is one of its chief ornaments, tells most significantly the 
story that Richard I of England conferred the franchise upon the bor- 
ough. MRichard’s fleet made a rendezvous in the harbor of Dartmouth 
as he was about to embark upon his crusade to the Holy Land. Upon 
the seal, Richard’s ship rests upon the waters, :and the King with crown 
and sceptre is the occupant. Two stars, one on each side of the King, 
may be emblems of the two mighty men who were about to contend for 
the possession of the Holy Sepulchre or of their respective faiths. 

Such a missive called for a fitting frame. Our neighbors of Dart- 
mouth provided a log of well seasoned and finely grained white-oak, and 
the taste of a New Bedford artist and artisan wrought from it a frame 
in nc way unworthy of this beautiful production of our trans-atlantic 
brethren. It hangs in the trustees’ room of the library, and forms its 
most attractive ornament. All the documents connected with this pleas- 
ant and interesting interchange of courtesies will be found in the fifteenth 
annual Report. 


The Catalogue, which embraves all the books of the library up to 
March, 1874, is in three volumes. The last, which is the second Supple- 
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ment has just been published. The first was printed in 1858, and 
contains 355 pages; the first Supplement in 1869, 315. The second Sup- 
plement just printed has 472, making in all eleven hundred and forty- 
two pages. 

The labor of preparing these volumes and carrying them through the 
press has all been performed by the accomplished librarian, Robert C. 
Ingraham. They constitute a monument of his zeal, intelligence, and 
industry. 

Since January, 1874, eight Quarterly Bulletins have been published, 
which embrace all the books added to the library trom that date to 
December, 1875. These will be continued. In addition to this, as often 
as a sufficient number of books is purchased, generally once a month, 
they are advertised, by a brief title, in the daily newspapers. 

The following summary statement, which was prepared for publication 
before the preceding pages were written, will furnish an appropriate 
close to our brief history of the New Bedford Free Public Library. 


NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Established by City Council August 9th, 1852, under the law of the 
Commonwealth enacted May 24th, 1851. | 

Opened for the delivery of books March 3d, 1853. 

Free to all inhabitants of the city. 


Number of volumes when opened,..-.-- +s. sees cecece cree vecees 5,200 
EIEN ALY «cle e ccs fe oe nels «Ze os oes cess ee's oes 5,000 
MESO Gee dsiccic a cs'e ca cciduine ne avs Res a ele Haale’ stale d's. 200 

Library building erected by the city, 1856, at a cost of......... $40,000 

Annual expenditure ............ ER Bae) fae OPS OGIE OOO CE OC $7000 

Annual appropriations by the city, and expenses paid by same.. 3,844 

Pree MetrOm Crust fUNdS. 2. +0 ec ccce ened ccs recgeeesceeess caves 3,156 


The income from trust funds is all expended for books. 


Catalogue, 1st vol., 1858; 2d, 1869; 3d, 1876. Quarterly Bulletins of 
accessions from January Ist, 1874. Accessions published in two news- 
papers. 


Number of volumes, January 1, 1876.......seeeccccccececcecs 33,000 
All in the English language but about ....-.....seseee ee eeee oes 200 
Number of pamphlets ..... sistas \o. Sinise aatheintetal teiet stants siete mer ajeree a 6,000 
BE OU EL UCA IGT, a hss ccs 0s sae saiimomesne par <s © ee atw soe 100 
Pruner Of NEWSPapers ove secs oc ecscesaculea’ MSG elebateaweney 18 
Volumes taken from the library in 1875........c.ecceceecsececes 55,771 


34 CITY DOCUMENT No. 5.  JDec., 1876. 


Officers :— 
Nine trustees, three ex-officii ; six chosen by City Council, each for three 
years. 
Superintendent. 
Librarian, salary... ¢ sce. ssccsecese Sob me babe ee cen sce sce sen $2,000 
Two assistant librarians, (female) salary of each......-s.s-++seee 400 


Open, Sundays and legal holidays excepted, every day, from 9 o’clock 
A.M. to 9o0’clock P. M., with one interval of two hours and one of one 
hour. 


NECROLOGY OF NEW BEDFORD. 


In the brief history of the New Bedford Free Public 
Library which constitutes a portion of the appendix to this 
report, where allusion is made to the brief biographical 
notices which had been, at various times, published in the 
annual reports of the trustees, the hope is expressed ‘that 
this interesting and valuable feature of these reports will be 
retained ; and that these ‘discourses of the dead’ will not be 
restricted to those who may have been connected with the 
library. Let a niche be found for all who, like those whose 
names have already had honorable mention, shall have left 
behind them a record, the perusal of which shall revive 
pleasant memories and prompt to noble deeds.” 

The trustees of the Free Public Library unite with this 
sentiment. They feel assured that the former reports of the 
board were rendered more interesting and valuable by these 
brief notices; and it is one of the features of the reports 
that will tend not only to preserve but to increase their 
value. 

In accordance with these views, there have been prepared 
for the purposes of this report, brief notices of several of 
the prominent men of our city who have died during the 
year. 


36 CITY DOCUMENT No. 5. December, 


Two of these are found upon the records as members of 
the Board of Trustees, several as benefactors of the library ; 
and all have left behind them a record in the memories and 
hearts of our people which they will ever cherish and which 
they would wish to have transmitted to their posterity. 

It is noticeable that three of those whose names are at 
this time found upon our records were members of the 
Society of Friends. During no year in the existence of the 
N. B. Monthly Meeting has so large a proportion of its 
members been taken away by death. 


SIMPSON HART. 


This exemplary man and valuable citizen was a member 
of the first Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library, 
upon which he was associated with James B. Congdon and 
Abner J. Phipps as members at large, and William J. Rotch, 
Matthew Howland and Henry H. Crapo members ex-officio. 

He was born December 19th, 1804, and died November 
5th, 1876. 

His ancestors were early settlers upon the territory of old 
Dartmouth, and were men and women of prominence in the 
village days of New Bedford. ‘Like all the children of the 
town in those days, with but few exceptions, his means of 
education were limited. Toan important extent, the absence 
of schools was supplied by the New Bedford Social Library ; 
and the boy Simpson Hart, like his father who bore the same 
name, was a constant and appreciative reader. He had an 
intellect to study, to retain and digest. Few young minds 
had the power so faithfully to gather, so permanently to 
hold, so practically to use the knowledge which was to be 
found in the books, few but choice, to which access was 
allowed him. 
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Through his whole life these mental traits of character 
were retained; always prominent, always active and always 
inspiring confidence in the rectitude of his opinions and in 
his fidelity to duty. | 

It was this facility, discrimination and power of applica- 
tion, that enabled him to find a school for improvement, and 
a field for activity in all his life’s varied and prolonged ex- 
perience. 

His early path was a rugged one. He was at one time a 
sailor; and the experience of his sea-going life constituted 
a rich fund of knowledge, no part of which was lost, and 
which gave great interest and value to his conversation when 
the ocean and ocean life were the themes. A portion of his 
experience was a residence of three years at Tahiti. 

There he was a close and deeply interested observer. To 
him the people with whom he was dwelling were the objects 
of a careful study; and it is believed that no citizen of New 
Bedford ever attained to a more accurate and discriminating 
estimate of their social, mental and religious condition. 

He was still a young man when he returned to New Bed- 
ford and engaged in the pursuits which he followed through 
life. 

It was in 1853 that he was selected as one of the three 
members at large of the first Board of Trustees of the Free 
Public Library. He remained upon the board five years. 
His services in the work of arranging for the opening and in 
guiding the early movements of the institution were of the 
greatest value, and highly appreciated by his colleagues. 
The board of managers were treading in untried paths. 
The opening of the library was the establishment of a new 
instrumentality in carrying forward the work of public edu- 
cation. No man among us hada clearer apprehension of the 
people’s-needs or of the proper methods for supplying them 
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than the subject of this brief notice. No member of the 
Board of Trustees was more constant in his attendance at its 
meetings; no one more faithful or efficient in the discharge 
of duty; no one more gratified at the success of this favor- 
ite institution of the people. 

Mr. Hart was but little in public life. As a member of 
the Board of Aldermen he was enabled to give to the public 
the benefit of his sound sense, well stored mind and long 
business experience. 

In-private life, in his intercourse with his fellow citizens, 
in the discharge of those daily duties which constitute the 
_ strongest tests of character, and which afford the best oppor- 
tunity for the rich in mental and moral as well as physical 
wealth to dispense of their abundance, Simpson Hart was a 
man whose aim was towards the highest standard, and who 
in these respects, has left behind him a memory which will 
be long and widely cherished. 

During his long life, until near its close, he was allowed 
an unusual exemption from physical suffering. He had 
often expressed the wish that the end would come suddenly 
and painlessly—-his desire was granted. 


JOSEPH KNOWLES. 


Asa merchant, a member of the city government and of 
the Board of Trustees of the New Bedford Free Public Li- 
brary, our departed fellow citizen, Joseph Knowles, claims 
a prominent place in our necrology of the year. 

As a merchant he was enlightened, enterprising, and the 
soul of fidelity; as an alderman of the city he was saga- 
cious in council, faithful to every conviction of duty, firm 
and unmovable when not to be firm was to be false to the 
convictions of his understanding, kind and courteous to all 
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who had claims upon his attention; as a trustee of the 
library, he had clear apprehensions as to the methods to be 
pursued and an abiding conscientiousness in the discharge of 
‘every trust. 

Those who have known him as a leading merchant of our 
city, and those who were his associates in the City Council, 
and upon the Board of Trustees of the library, all bear testi- 
mony to his gentlemanly bearing in his business and official 
intercourse, and all unite in assigning to him an elevated 
position among the active and public men of our city. 

In his daily walk and conversation he was an example of 
those virtues which are lovely and of good report. ‘There 
was a daily beauty in his life” which won and retained the 
affection and respect of all with whom he came in contact. 
There was in his character and conduct those evidences of 
fidelity to the right and an affectionate interest in the welfare 
of others which inspired confidence and esteem. 

Mr. Knowles belonged to a family, which, although its 
residence’ among us is comparatively brief, has won for 
itself a high position in the business and social life of our 
city. Others bearing his name are found in our business 
circles, upon the rolls of our City Council, and upon the list 
of trustees of our Free Public Library; and like him of 
whom we speak, and whose loss we deplore, they have all 
won for themselves an honorable place in the regards of their 
fellow citizens. 


CHARLES R. TUCKER. 


The death of Charles R. Tucker cast a gloom over our 
whole community. It took place on the 21st of December of 
the present year. His age was 67. He was a native of 
Dartmouth, where, on the homestead farm, which has been 
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in the family for two hundred and sixteen years, he was 
born on the 5th day of March, 1809. 

After leaving the Friends’ School at Providence about the 
year 1825, he became a teacher; and, for about four years . 
followed that occupation in his native town and in Westport. 
In the year 1830 he came to this city and entered the count- 
ingroom of Isaac Howland, Jr., & Co. In 1836 he com- 
menced his business life, and in 1844 he entered into copart- 
nership with Edward D. Mandell, and the distinguished and 
successful business firm of Charles R. Tucker & Company 
was established. 

Mr. Tucker very early took a high position among the 
merchants of New Bedford. He was enterprising and suc- 
cessful. For the most part the firm of which he was a mem- 
ber has confined its operations to the pursuit for which New 
Bedford has for so long a period been celebrated. As the 
business and managing capacity of the head of the firm was 
developed, and his fidelity to duty as the ruling principle of 
his conduct was universally recognized, he had committed 
to him many important trusts, to all of which he was faithful, 
and in the discharge of which he won, to an extent reached 
but by few, the approbation and regard of his associates 
and the community. : 

His connection with the Merchants’ National Bank contin- 
ued for a period of over a quarter of a century and until his 
death. He held the presidency of that institution twenty- 
three years. His trusteeship of the New Bedford Institution 
for Savings was of long standing, and he held for many 
years and until his death a place upon its Board of Invest- 
ment. 

Other important positions of this character were held by 
him, and in them all there was manifested the sagacity and 
fidelity which inspired confidence and commanded success. 
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There was another and more important sphere of activity 
and usefulness in which our departed fellow-citizen held a 
place quite as conspicuous, and in which the same reliance 
was felt and reposed in the soundness of his judgment and 
his fidelity to the right. 

It was as a member of the church of Christ, and as a 
leading member and official of the Society of Friends, that 
the light of his character and the influence of his judicious 
activity were the most widely felt. 

There is no position in the society that he did not at some 
time occupy, and there was, in the discharge of the various 
duties thus devolving upon him, that sound discretion, that un- 
selfish devotion to the right, and that clear recognition of the 
paramount value of the spiritual life, that inspired confidence 
in his counsels, and*gave him a large share in the administra- 
tion of the affairs of the New England Yearly Meeting, and 
many of its subordinate organizations. 

At the time of his death he was. clerk of the Yearly Meet- 
ing and a member of its Representative Board, the two 
highest official positions in the society. In his own monthly 
meeting he was an elder and overseer. His judgment and 
fidelity in aid of the management of one of its trust funds 
by which an unproductive bequest was changed into a boun- 
tiful source of beneficence to the needy, will long be remem- 
bered in connection with the ‘‘ John West Fund,” for the 
assistance of the ‘* worthy poor.” 

Although warmly and intelligently attached to the relig- 
ious principles and denominational peculiarities of the 
Society of Friends, he had a most comprehensive charity, 
and felt and expressed a unity in all the measures which 
appeared to him calculated to exalt the moral tone of society 
and diffuse the blessings of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

For many years he was a member of the School Board, 
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having in charge the oversight and direction of Friends’ Y. 
M. School, at Providence. The interests of this school, 
now holding so prominent a position among the educational 
institutions of the country, and second only to Haverford in 
the rank it holds among the schools of the denomination, 
received a large share of his attention. It must be a source 
of much gratification to the society as well as to those who 
are or have been connected with its management, to look 
upon its present high position of respectability and useful-— 
ness. 

Mr. Tucker was a member of the first Common Council, 
and upon the resignation of James B. Congdon was chosen 
its president. 

But we are exceeding the brief limits to which we are 
restricted, and must bring our imperfect sketch to a close. 

His loss will be deeply and widely felt; but his memory, 
rich with the accumulation of along life of devotedness to truth 
and fidelity to duty, remains, and his example will, we trust, 
give to many a stimulus to high aims and virtuous deeds 
that will perpetuate through all coming time the benefactions 
of his virtuous and useful life. 


SAMUEL RODMAN. 


Few men have ever lived in New Bedford, so large a por- 
tion of whose lives have been given up to those labors whose 
object is the lessening of evil and the promotion of good as 
SAMUEL RODMAN. 

He was a native of Nantucket, where he was born March 
24th, 1792. He died in this city August 1st, 1876. He 
came at an early age to this place with his father, and nearly 
the whole of his protracted life was passed among us. He 
spent about two years at a school in New Garden, Delaware. 
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He was by birth-right a member of the society of Friends, 
and remained in membership to the close of his life. 

Early in life his principles, his training and the bright 
and shining example of his parents and their parents and 
many other members of the Rotch and Rodman families of 
that day, gave an impulse to his thoughts, feelings and 
efforts in the direction of active benevolence. That feeling 
for the needy, the suffering and the wanderer never decayed, 
those efforts never were intermitted, until the fountain of 
feeling was exhausted by death, and the hands could no 
longer toil in the cause of humanity. 

Familiar with the then main business of the town, he saw 
with sorrow and regret, that the sailors’ place in this profit- 
able activity was one of degradation, privation and neg- 
ject. 

As his benevolent feelings took this direction, the scheme 
of an association for their protection and elevation was pro- 
jected. In the year 1830 was formed the New Bedford 
Port Society for the Moral Improvement of Seamen, and in 
1832 the association became incorporated. 

Samuel Rodman was the first president of this venerable 
institution and held the office for twenty years. 

He began this movement under a deep conviction of re- 
ligious duty—humanity pointed to a class of his fellow men 
the prey of their own unrestrained indulgence and of still 
more dangerous enemies, the unprincipled assignees of his 
hard-won wages; and justice pointed to their poorly re- 
quited toil, which was bringing the wealth of the mighty 
deep to our shores, and made clear to him then ciaims to 
guidance, protection and Christian nurture. 

The convictions of duty and the promptings of humanity 
were to him the signal for action. For the period of his pres- 
idency he was the directing, managing, and, to a great extent, 


| 
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the working force of that honorable and efficient agency. 
Always active, always hopeful, never losing his faith in the 
sailor nor in the instrumentalities that bis faith had brought 
into activity as 2 remedy for the sailor’s wants, and as aids 
for his progress in virtue, he gave his time, his means and 
that large reserve of mental ability and Christian zeal with 
which he had been endowed, to this noble undertaking. 

In seasons of discouragement he never despaired—firmly, 
resolutely, wisely, he kept straight onward in his work ; and 
before he asked to be released from the toils and responsi- 
bilities of his leadership, it was his exceeding great reward 
to feel the assurance that the society held a place in the heart 
of this community that would insure its existence and use= 
fulness ; and to experience the high and holy joy which came 
of the conviction that through his efforts and those who had 
labored with him, thousands had been relieved from suffer- 
ing, the sailor’s position had been elevated and that elevation 
recognized and allowed; and the higher and holier joy that 
many hearts had been renewed, and many souls brought to 
that acquaintance with God whose reward is peace, through 


‘the divine blessing upon the work to which his heart and 
' hands had been devoted. 


While active in behalf of the sailor, Samuel Rodman was 
not slow to discover that strong drink was one of the dead- 
liest of his enemies. This led him into a sphere of activity 
“not bounded by the class lines which society had drawn 
- around those whose home is on the deep. 

He saw that among all elasses, intemperance in the use of 


‘intoxicating drinks was ruinous to the estates, the bodies, 
-and the souls of men. His efforts in the cause of temper- 
ance then commenced and they ended only with his life. 


When, under the town municipal government, the people 


- demanded. municipal interposition to arrest the progress of 
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the evil, the name of Samuel Rodman stood at the head of a 
long list of prominent citizens, selected by the people in 
town-meeting assembled to carry forward the work. This 
movement of the inhabitants was one of great interest and 
profitable results. it constitutes an interesting chapter in 
our municipal history. 

We should do injustice to the character of our departed 
fellow-citizen, should we fail to speak of him as a man 
whose clear moral and intellectual perceptions and active 
Christian sympathies led him to unite in every effort to re- 
lieve the burthen of human suffering, or which promised to 
promote the progress and elevation of the people. 

Few of our community were more ready to give, few gave 
so cheerfully and liberally; no one embraced within the cir- 
cle of his generosity a wider field of benevolent activity. 

With the Free Public Library, Mr. Rodman is connected 
by the interest he always manifested in its success and by 
generous donations of valuable books. 

He was active in the management of the Secial Library, 
whose valuable books formed the basis of our present noble 
collection ; and it was Samuel Rodman, and men like him, 
the wise and active directors of our early library movement, 
who in fact laid the foundation of the institution which is 
the pride and ornament of our city. 

At his death, Samuel Rodman was a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Friends’ Academy, a position which he had 
held for stxty-three years. For twenty-six years he was 
president of the Board. 

He was for many years a direetor of the Bedford Com- 
mercial Bank, now the National Bank of Commerce. 

Generous and intelligent activity and never wearying lib- 
erality have not left the world with him of whom we speak, 
who was in this community so conspicuous an example of 
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both ; but it will probably be a long time before we shall 
have the vacant place fully supplied that was once filled by 
the subject of this brief notice. 


EDMUND GARDNER. 


Capt. Edmund Gardner was a native of Nantucket, where 
he was born November 8th, 1784. He died in this city, 
which had been for many years his home, September 16th, 
1875. Although not upon the list of the dead of the year, 
we give him rightfully a place in this year’s remembrances 
of our departed fellow citizens, whose characters and posi- 
tions claim from us a notice in our annual publication. 

There is much in the life and character of Captain Edmund 
Gardner to claim and to reward the search for information 
respecting him, much of incident connected with his sea- 
faring existance, and these while they served to develop the 
strong and healthy qualities of his mind and heart tended 
also to give to them additional force and vitality. 

In looking over the memoranda which, in the latter part 
of his life he prepared of his early struggles, and of the events 
and adventures of his sea-going experience, two traits of 
the character of this successful seaman and model man and 
ship master are made strikingly prominent. 

Did our limits allow of it, we could copy from this vivid 
and minute autobiography many illustrations of the firmness, 
may we not say the heroisin, with which he met danger, dis- 
aster and loss, of and that wonderful fertility of resource 
which so often averted the danger and enabled him to rise 
superior to the powers of adverse fortune. 

Lhe presence of danger and the experience of misfortune, 
found him always prepared to bring into immediate activity 
the knowledge which he had gathered, and that creative 
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energy which was always at his command, to meet for him- 
self and for others, the emergencies of the hour. 

The habits of constant observation in the direction of the 
calling which he had early chosen and which he so success- 
fully pursued, and the facility with which he treasured up the 
incidents of his experience, gave him at all times the re- 
source of a large accumulation of practical knowledge to apply 
to the circumstances with which, at any time, he was sur- 
rounded. 

But nature had endowed him with a large and well- 
balanced mental capacity, and thus gifted, he could not only 
accumulate and make available the information which came 
of experience and observation, but he could create new 
combinations, and apply new and untried resources, to meet 
the circumstances of an occasion of unexpected and unavoid- 
able danger or difficulty. 

His school was upon the ocean. ‘There where danger was 
to be encountered, disaster to be met and victory to be won, 
he learned quickly and thoroughly the lessons by which 
danger could be avoided, disaster overcome and a rich 
harvest reward enterprise, perseverance and well directed 
energy. 

The incidents recorded in Captain Gardner’s narrative, 
by which these traits of character are illustrated, are, as we 
have already remarked, many and striking.- But they can- 
not be given here. A more extended notice, for which the 
memoranda left by him would afford ample materials, would 
give an opportunity which it is hoped may be embraced, to 
give to the public the incidents of his life as well as the 
exemplary and attractive traits of his character. 

But Captain Gardner occupied a higher position in society 
than that of a successful seaman and an enterprising and 
well rewarded merchant. As a sailor, an officer and a com- 
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mander of a ship, he bore about him in the forecastle and 
the cabin the ever active and controlling principles of in- 
tegrity, fidelity and piety. ‘The exercise of these virtues 
was not dependent upon geographical position or the cir- 
cumstances of the hour. He always had in his ocean home 
an altar, upon which there was a daily offering of gratitude 
and trust ; and then, as when in his home upon the land, or 
at his accustomed seat in the house of worship, he acknowl- 
edged his obligations to and his dependence upon that Pro- 
tecting Power in which he recognized his Father and Re- 
deemer. His justice, fidelity and purity had a foundation 
too deep, and an activity too real, to have their exercise con- 
fined to those places and circumstances in which they are 
called for to give confidence and respectability. 

Thus was his character rounded into a beautiful complete- 
ness. Thus was his native sagacity and his large and valua- 
ble fund of practical information complemented by the 
virtues and the graces born of Christian faith and Christian 
obedience. 

It should be borne in mind that this man, whose life 
affords us so rare an example of business enterprise, com- 
bined with an uprightness of character which had its roots 
deep in the soil of Christian faith, had but the most meagre 
opportunities for the culture of the school. 

The schools of the day were poor at the best, and but 
small opportunity was allowed the youthful Gardner to 
profit by them, such as they were. At an early age he was 
upon the sea; and it was in the ocean school that the train- 
ing for an upright, intelligent and successful manhood, and 
a quiet, contented and happy old age were mainly ob- 
tained. 

Captain Gardner was a Representative from this city in 
the General Court for the years 1831, 1832 and 1833. 
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He resided in New Bedford upon his removal hither from 
Nantucket, in 1824, to the time of his decease. 

He was a consistent and valued member of the Society 
of Friends, and held for many years the office of overseer 
of the New Bedford Monthly Meeting. 
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Burt, Samuel P.—Manuscript Records of the Proprietors of the New 


Bedford [Fairhaven] Academy, 1798-1841. 
Index Association.—The Index, 1874-75. 


Liberty Hall Association.—Play Bills, Programmes, etc. of the exhibi- 


tions in Liberty Hall, New Bedford, from 1865 to 1876. 


Gideon Nye, Jr.—BulletinMeusuel de la Société d’Acclimatation, 1876. 


